
To: Judiciary Committee   
From Ned Simpson, 42 Watkins Dr., Sandy Hook, CT 06482 
Subject: PUBLIC HEARING, Monday, March 14, 2022 
 
Crime has gone up during the COVID pandemic. This has included incidents of juveniles 
committing crimes including theft of motor vehicles. I have been impressed that over the past 
decade Connecticut’s State Legislature has, in a bi-partisan manner worked to rationalize CT 
law regarding juvenile justice.  It is disappointing that some Republican representatives are 
trying to make this a partisan, if not wedge issue. 
 
Of the 12 bills on the agenda for this hearing, I have not been able to educate myself 
sufficiently to make detail comments on each.  I do want the Legislature to be guided by some 
principles  
 

1. It is too early to know whether in increase in crime during the pandemic is caused by the 
pandemic or not and whether it is a transient spike or the start of a trend.  
Therefore I support S.B. No. 386 which seems a pragmatic next step, rather than “knee 
jerk” reactions 

2. Please do not loose site of the fact the “juveniles” are children with families. They are in 
rare occasions capable of doing horrific things, but there is more than ample research 
proving that their brains are not sufficiently developed to understand their actions the 
way adults do. 
Therefore I oppose H.B. No. 5418 provisions to categorically treat 13 and 14 year olds as 
adults 
I also oppose H.B. No. 5418 provisions to hold trials away from their home. Family and 
school are critical to children’s development. Taking them way should be avoided 
I also oppose H.B. No. 5418 provision to make motor vehicle theft distinct crime. Other 
than partisan fanning fear, why?  KISS is the principle here. 

3. Vehicle Theft, actually entering a vehicle should not be a death penalty offense. It is 
unimaginable that the Death Penalty for entering a vehicle, or a building would not be 
an unimaginable violation of the US Constitutional protection against unreasonable 
punishment. Let alone a flagrant trashing of any concept of due process 
There for I oppose S.B. No. 388  

4. This is a country of laws, not vigilant action, Establishing the Death Penalty for walking 
into a building and allowing anyone to be judge and jury is the anthesis of what America 
stands for. 
Therefore I oppose S.B. No. 388  

5. I was born and raised in the Christian faith and continue to be active in the 
Congregational Church. 
Therefore I oppose H.B. No. 5412 which I find an abhorrent violation of Christ’s 
teachings 

6. I own guns for hunting. As the name defines “assault weapon” are military weapons 
designed to kill multiple people. There is no value for hunting 
Therefore I oppose H.B. No. 5415 

 
Thank you for your consideration 
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